Research in primary dental care. Part 1: Setting the scene.
There is a growing trend for research to be conducted in primary health settings, to the benefit of patients and healthcare workers. This article provides an introduction and overview of a series which aims to facilitate research in general dental practice and to encourage general dental practitioners and other members of the dental team to become involved in these studies. The benefits of undertaking research are outlined, as well as barriers to becoming involved in such research. It is argued that many of these barriers can be overcome by encouraging dental practitioners to collaborate with established researchers in a variety of settings.